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Phone: 570-384-4125  

E-mail: mglp@frontier.com or pastorkirchner@gmail.com 
 

MISSION STATEMENT OF MOUNTAIN GROVE LUTHERAN PARISH                             

“To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a ministry of worship and outreach” 

 

O Lord, we pray that the visitation of your grace may so cleanse our thoughts  

and minds that your Son Jesus, when he shall come, may find in us a fit dwelling 

place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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PASTORS PAGE 
 
Dear siblings in Christ, 

Things have certainly changed in just a month.  When I wrote last month’s newsletter article, I had 
no idea how drastically different the world, the church, and my life would become.  In just a few short 
weeks we have had to completely reimagine what it looks like to be the Church and how to worship 
as the Church.  What does it look like to be God’s hands and feet in the world when we cannot go 
out into the world?   
And yet amid all the change and uncertainty, there remains certain truths that will not change.  God’s 
love for us is constant.  No matter how isolated, lonely, or fearful we might be, God will not abandon 
us.  And whether we are out in the world or sitting on our couch, we are still the children of God – 
we do not stop being the Church just because we can no longer gather in a building. 
Since we are still the Church and still have the Good News to share, it means we have needed to 
be creative these past couple of weeks.  Instead of our normal worship services, worship videos 
have been posted on Pastor Christine’s YouTube channel (Christine Kirchner) and the parish’s 
Facebook page (Mountain Grove Lutheran Parish – ELCA).  Instead of speaking our prayer requests 
during worship, we are posting them online and they are incorporated into the worship video.  
As we look ahead to Holy Week and Easter, the most faithful and safest course of action is to 
continue worshipping at home rather than in the sanctuary.  This is not a decision we made lightly 
or out of fear, but rather out of concern for all those around us.  But, again, just because we are not 
observing Holy Week in traditional ways, does not mean that Holy Week is cancelled.  On April 4 
and 5, palm branches will be placed outside all three churches for those who would like to come 
and pick one up.  On Maundy Thursday, we are suggesting that members eat a family meal and 
read Matthew’s version of the Last Supper (Matthew 26:17-30) together.  For Good Friday, there 
will be a stations of the cross video posted.  On Easter Sunday (April 12), a sunrise service will be 
broadcasted on the AM radio station WKOK 1070 at 7 am.   
I know this is a trying time and taking action through inaction is always difficult.  If you have any 
questions about our Holy Week schedule or would just like to talk, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out.  As we approach this holy time during the church year, know that we do not do so alone.  God 
came into this world so that no place or person could be God-forsaken and so whether we live or 
die or watch tv at home, we belong to the Lord (Romans 14:8).   

In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Christine 
pastorkirchner@gmail.com 
(808) 652-6740 

 
   
 

Families & friends of :   

Also:     Kathy Brady (friend of Susie Spudes),  Robin Baker, Marie Welsh (friend of Janet Cool), Don 
Swartz (friend of Chuck Henry), Ronnie McIntyre Jr. (friend of Chuck & Karen Henry), Sandee Knecht, 
Pat (Kathy Brior’s friend), Jerry Bodman, Kim & Hailey Boysha, Wyatt Laubach (friends of Diane Derr’s 
Aid), Kathy Schell, Shirley Oxenrider (Susie Spudes), Annabelle Davis, Allison Jumper (Susie Spudes), 
Janet Matyas, Emery Tweehues (Susie Spudes), Annette Hoffman (Nancy Chulock’s cousin), Beverly J 
Michael, Jimmy Denoia (Ray & Nancy Chulock’s brother-in-law), Patsy Millard, Doris Schell, Robert 
Hunsinger Sr (Sharon Hartzell’s Dad), Dick Baker, Carol & Debbie Chyko, young people of our 
congregation. Please pray for all the people of MGLP, especially: those in need of healing; those suffering 
from chronic health issues; & members who are confined to their homes or long-term care facilities.   
UPDATES:  Sharon Hartzell at 384-4107 or shartzell@ptd.net 

----------------------------PLEASE REVIEW PRAYER LIST AND UPDATE AS NECESSARY--------------------------- 

mailto:shartzell@ptd.net


 
 

Prayer Ventures for April 2020 
 
1 Give thanks for laughter, smiles, joy and humor today! Praise God for humor that lifts our spirits and provides 
us an unexpected doorway to reflect on social issues that are difficult to ponder or discuss. 
 
2 Pray for God’s blessings upon the ELCA’s Arab and Middle Eastern Ministries, which serve our neighbors and 
strengthen the church through evangelical outreach, advocacy, social ministry, ecumenical and interfaith 
relations, leadership development and affirming the dignity and worth of Arab and Middle Eastern people and 
their cultures. 
 
3 The season of Lent can seem dark, muted and immersed in thoughts of our human weaknesses and failings. 
But along the way, remember to give thanks for the good news and hope found in our journey to the cross and in 
the life-giving miracle of Jesus’ resurrection.  
 
4 Give thanks for bishops, staff, volunteers and leaders who serve in our synods across the country. Pray that 
the Spirit will strengthen and encourage them for service in the diverse contexts to which God has called them.  
 
5 Palm Sunday Some people describe our times as post-Christian, an era in which Christ has little meaning, 
influence or relevance. Pray for the Spirit to be present and diligent in our lives and in the world, rekindling faith 
in Jesus Christ, the son of God, our Savior, the light and hope for humankind that holds true throughout time and 
changing cultures. 
 
6 “How precious is your steadfast love, O God!” Give thanks and praise for God’s love and mercy washing over 
us and providing us refuge. 
 
7 Pray that we will be guided by the spirit, manner and example of Jesus to be humble and gracious in our faith, 
service and lives. 
 
8 Total Inclusion! Widening the Welcome at ELCA Outdoor Ministries is a collaboration between the ELCA 
churchwide organization and Lutheran Outdoor Ministries, the association of camps and retreat centers affiliated 
with the ELCA. Pray that this new program will equip and empower outdoor ministry organizations and leaders 
as they move toward more intentional welcome of people who historically have been marginalized in the church 
and society ― especially people of color, people with disabilities and people who identify as LGBTQIA+. 
 
9 Remember in prayer all who despair, suffer or long for liberation, love and redemption. 
 
10 Good Friday As we tell and retell the story of Jesus’ life, suffering, death and resurrection, pray that we will 
see the cross as a vivid symbol and reminder of God’s amazing love for us, a life-giving gift given to us in Jesus 
Christ that is meant to be shared through words, actions and imagery that inspire faith today. 
 
11 The living word of God in Jesus Christ breaks through every barrier and border, shines light wherever there is 
darkness and bridges every rift and difference in humankind ― real or imagined. Give praise and thanks to God! 
 
12 Easter Sunday This is the day we eagerly anticipated, a day of celebration and joyous mystery ― the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ! Shout praise and glory to God for saving us and setting us free to live as children of 
God and share the good news with the world. 
 
13 Give thanks for our church’s long-standing commitment to global mission and faithful service alongside global 
companions, churches and organizations as they share the good news of Jesus Christ, care for neighbors in 
need, work for justice and grow the church. 
 
14 Look up and all around today; notice what is good, life-giving and hope-inspiring. “This is the day that the 
Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
15 Give thanks for the volunteers of all ages who are vital to our mission and work in the world and who share 
their diverse gifts, interests and abilities in congregations, volunteer corps, camps and retreat centers, ELCA 
Global Mission, ELCA Mission Builders, Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran social ministry organizations and 
however else they feel called to serve. 
 
 



 
 
 
16 Having received a new life and identity in Christ, we ask God to help us recognize and focus on what God 
considers to be important, good and true. 
 
17 Remember in prayer ELCA missionaries serving alongside the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in the Slovak Republic in ministries of education, leadership development and parish life. 
 
18 Give thanks for our church’s history of hospitality and concern for refugees and immigrants. Pray for the 60 
million displaced people in the world and ask God to equip and embolden us to advocate on their behalf and 
welcome them, in partnership with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, the Lutheran World Federation 
and companion churches in other countries. 
 
19 Earth Day Sunday Praise God for this wondrous creation! Give thanks for how our church embraces our 
responsibility to care for God’s creation through stewardship, education, advocacy and urging one another to 
take personal and institutional responsibility. Pray that the partnerships and collaborations of the ELCA will 
produce far-reaching results through ecoAmerica’s Blessed Tomorrow program, Creation Justice Ministries, 
Lutherans Restoring Creation and other networks focused on engaging the church and society in the care and 
stewardship of creation.  
 
20 Ask for God’s grace and forgiveness when questions and doubts undermine our joy in the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Give thanks that God meets our uncertainty with the same patience and love shown to the disciple 
Thomas when he needed reassurance that Jesus was the Son of God, the true Messiah and Savior of the world. 
 
21 Pray for worship leaders gathering in Valparaiso, Ind., for the Institute of Liturgical Studies seminar “Living 
Breath of God: How Word Through Music Forms Us.” Ask that the Holy Spirit strengthen and stir their faith, 
wisdom and creativity as they reflect on questions around the theology and practice of music in our worshiping 
communities.  
 
22 Earth Day Rejoice in God’s astonishing handiwork of creation; praise God’s life-giving power and might 
revealed in the smallest microbe and the infinite mysteries of the universe. Pray that we will demonstrate 
wisdom, appreciation and respect for nature and all that God has entrusted to our care and use.   
 
23 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the Northern Texas-Northern 
Louisiana Synod Assembly, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in proclaiming the gospel, 
growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 
 
24 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the assemblies of the Alaska and 
Minneapolis Area synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in proclaiming the gospel, 
growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 
 
25 Give thanks that God is our ever-present refuge, counsel, comfort and joy.  
 
26 Pray that we will recognize the presence of Jesus in our daily lives ― at home, at work, at church, in 
relationships, during leisure time and in our travels and encounters with strangers. 
 
27 Give thanks for the witness and work of Alberto (Gustavo) Driau, regional representative for Argentina and 
Uruguay; Rachel Ringlaben, YAGM country coordinator; and the seven volunteers serving alongside our 
companions in Argentina and Uruguay as part of the Young Adults in Global Mission program. 
 
28 Ask God to stir our generosity for supporting the ministries and witness of our congregations, synods and 
churchwide organization. 
 
29 Pray that we will find words to share our faith in Jesus Christ and our understanding of Scripture with one 
another and the world, while also trusting that the Holy Spirit works to deepen our faith and enrich our 
knowledge of God’s word and ways. 
 
30 Ask God to help us see and attend to people who are unseen, forgotten, underserved or ignored in our 
congregations, communities and society ― elders who are homebound; people who are quiet, incarcerated, 
homeless or mentally ill; and people living in shelters, care facilities and group homes. 

 
 



 
 

 
    
    

    
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bible Study will be 
taking a break until after 

the Easter holiday. 
If you have any 

questions, please 
contact  

Pastor Christine 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
April 4&5 – Worship video online and palms 

available outside each of the churches 

April 9 – Worship video online and family 
meal while reading Matthew 26:17-30 

April 10 – Worship video online 

April 12 – Worship video online and service 
broadcast on AM 1070 WKOK at 7am 

 

Offering 
 
While we are not worshiping 
in person, offering checks 
may be mailed to each 
congregation’s treasurer.  If 
you are not comfortable with 
mailing in your offering or do 
not have checks, you can 
contribute when we are 
worshiping in the sanctuary 
again.   
 
Members at Trinity may mail 
checks to: 

Mark Hartzell 
998 Beaver Valley Rd. 
Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
 ------------------ 
Members at St. Peter may 
mail checks to: 

Don and Betty Tretter 
902 Hill Rd. 
Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
 ------------------ 
Members at Emanuel may 
mail checks to: 

Gail Horne 
375 Main-Mifflin Rd. 
Bloomsburg, PA 17815 

 

40 Days of Giving: Buy the Healing Hands 
For this year’s Lenten outreach project, we 
will be collecting money for health care 
around the world.  Grab a first aid bag in the 
back of the church to collect money through 
out the season of Lent and bring it back 
Easter Sunday. 

• Clinic visit for a child  $10 

• Nutrition for a child  $25 
for one month  

• Vaccinations for a child $30 

• Stock a health clinic  $75 
for one week 

Easter Flowers 
 

If you ordered flowers for Easter at Emanuel or 
Trinity, you may pick up flowers at the church. 

 

Trinity pick up Saturday April 4th 

Emanuel pick up Saturday April 11th 
   

If you ordered flowers at St. Peter, they will be 
delivered to your house.   

 
Questions, please contact: 
 Peggy Pickin (Emanuel) 
 Sharon Hartzell (Trinity) 
 Betty Tretter (St. Peter). 

 



 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
  
       

  April Babies 

04/04 Douglas Matyas 

04/10    Gavin Huff 
04/16 Derrick Hartzell 
04/17 Gloria Davis   
04/20 Lance Book 

 Les Splain 
04/21 Chasity Hartzell 

Karen Henry 
 Justin Bankes 
04/22 Paige Thomas 
04/23 Gary Modlesky 
04/28 Billy Engel 
04/30   Jack Troy 
 

 

 

 
 

 

           

 

April Anniversaries 

04/05 Dale and Denise Hartranft 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emanuel Worship Service Schedule for April 

See schedule on previous page 
 

Coffee Klatch will resume in the spring 

 
 

 

 
Pastor contact info: 

The Rev. Christine Kirchner 
Contact info:pastorkirchner@gmail.com 

808-652-6740    or   570-384-4125 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Emanuel’s volunteer for Heat/AC 

& Communion for April is 
N/A  

Ushers are N/A 
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