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Phone: 570-384-4125  

E-mail: mglp@frontier.com or pastorkirchner@gmail.com 
 

MISSION STATEMENT OF MOUNTAIN GROVE LUTHERAN PARISH                              

“To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a ministry of worship and outreach” 
 

 
 

O Lord, we pray that the visitation of your grace may so cleanse our thoughts  

and minds that your Son Jesus, when he shall come, may find in us a fit dwelling 

place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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PASTORS PAGE 

 

Dear siblings in Christ, 
 
Merry Christmas! I am so grateful for everyone’s hard work to make the Christmas Eve 
services such a success. It was a wonderful night, made all the more special by all of you. 
Thank you for all of the cards, gifts, and tasty treats. I truly appreciate it and hopefully next 
year we will be able to gather at the parsonage for some Christmas cookies as well.  
 
I have made it safely down to the farm in Texas. Thankfully the airports weren’t too crowded 
Christmas Day, and my flight wasn’t cancelled. It is always fun getting reacquainted with the 
cows - if a little slobbery! I hope you all have a very Merry rest of the Christmas season, and I 
will see you all in the new year! 
 
 

In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Christine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

 

The family & friends of:  

Also: Wayne Jr. & Wendy Spudes (Susie Spudes’ son & daughter-in-law), Russ Ebright (friend of Dale 
Michael), Arlene Lesnefsky (Kathy Giorgio’s aunt), Florence Laudenbach (Audrey Bronson’s daughter), 
Jack Henry and family (Chuck Henry’s brother), Paige Thomas, Tyson Neal (Emily Sutherland’s son), 
Sandee Knecht, Patsy Millard, Don Davis, Shirley Omalia (Mark Hartzell’s mother), Audrey Bronson, 
Tom Bauman, young people of our congregation. Please pray for all the people of MGLP, especially 
those in need of healing; those suffering from chronic health issues; & members who are confined to their 

homes or long-term care facilities.     

.     
UPDATES:  Sharon Hartzell at 384-4107 or shartzell@ptd.net 

 

             ----------------------------PLEASE REVIEW PRAYER LIST AND UPDATE AS NECESSARY--------------------------- 
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Prayer Ventures for January 2022 
 
1 New Year’s Day  Ask God to ground our aspirational resolutions and ventures in the promise that, through Christ, we 
will live in grace and freedom, knowing we are not alone in our endeavors. 
 
2 Give thanks that, through Jesus Christ, we perceive God’s grace, truth, creative might and will for humankind. 
 
3 Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month  Throughout this month, pray for those victimized by human 
trafficking, which disproportionately affects women and girls. Pray for an end to this global tragedy, and pray that all 
who suffer its abuse, injustice and oppression will find freedom, healing, support and safety, especially in our 
communities of faith. 
 
4 Ask God to bless the studies, service and travel of college and university students involved in “J-Term” experiences. 
Pray that they will grow in faith, wisdom, knowledge and understanding of the world, and that their experiences will 
inspire their vocational discernment. 
 
5 Praise God for attending to the needs of humanity through us, utilizing our diverse gifts and generosity to serve our 
neighbors in need, everywhere. 
 
6 Ask the Spirit to make us bright lights in our communities and world, sharing the good news of healing and hope in 
Jesus Christ and demonstrating God’s unbiased love through our actions, words and influence. 
 
7 Thank and praise God for restoring our relationships as children of God, so that we can live with faith, hope and 
freedom as new creations and siblings in Christ. 
 
8 After a two-year pause during the COVID-19 pandemic, the ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission program is 
getting ready to send volunteers out into the world again. Pray that the Spirit will guide the prayerful reflection of young 
adults as they discern how to respond to God’s call to service and ministry with our global companions and churches. 
 
9 Pray that everything we do during our baptismal journey in this world will point to God, who has redeemed us and 
redirected our lives through the birth, life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus — our Savior, teacher, guide and 
friend. 
 
10 Continue to pray for healing and unity in our nation, and ask God to draw us closer to our neighbors, especially 
those we perceive as different or opposed to our perspectives, beliefs or values. Pray that we will grow in understanding 
and respect for one another and will work together for the well-being of our communities and neighbors in need. 
 
11 Give thanks to God for our companions and partners in ministry, especially the Lutheran World Federation, World 
Council of Churches, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, Lutheran Ecumenical and Inter-Religious 
Relations Network, and our full communion partners. 
 
12 Give thanks for the daily, life-giving work of the Spirit, which creates, strengthens and sustains our devotion to Jesus 
Christ. Pray that the Spirit will renew us and empower us to live as people of faith, gathered and equipped to love and 
serve our neighbor, bear hope into the world and share the gospel with all people. 
 
13 Join our global companion churches in prayers of thanksgiving and hope for the scholarship awardees of ELCA 
International Women Leaders, which supports the education of women around the world through seminars, south-to-
south exchanges, in-country study programs, and degree programs at ELCA colleges and universities. 
 
14 Praise God, who is mighty and eternal, the creator of all that exists and the source of our blessings and strength. 
 
15 Pray for our neighbors who are struggling with or recovering from COVID-19, discovering the long-term effects that 
will impact their lives or grieving the loss of friends or loved ones. Continue to pray for the well-being and renewal of 
health care workers dedicated to serving others in times of illness and vulnerability.  
 
16 By turning water into wine during the wedding at Cana, Jesus taught us how deeply God is engaged in every aspect 
of our human life — our joys, worries, celebrations, problems and sorrows. Praise God for knowing us so well! 
 
 



 

 
 
 
17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day  Remember in prayer the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his bold work, ministry, 
vision and sacrifice, which revealed all people to be children of God deserving respect, opportunity, equality and 
freedom from unjust laws. Ask God’s help in righting the injustices that continue in our nation and throughout the world; 
pray for the wisdom, humility, courage and persistence needed to welcome all people into our church, society and 
institutions. 
 
18 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  Throughout this week, pray with our siblings in Christ from diverse cultures, 
traditions and confessions around the world for the unity of the church, so that, together, we will shine a bright light of 
hope, healing and good news on our troubled world. 
 
19 Give thanks for the variety of gifts manifest among our siblings in Christ and for the unity we have in Jesus, which 
enables us to accomplish together much more than we could on our own. 
 
20 Thank God for our special relationship with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a full communion partner with the 
ELCA since 1997. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, that together we will find new strength and 
resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these challenging times. 
 
21 “How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings” (Psalm 36:7). 
Thank God for surrounding us with love and mercy on which we can rely.   
 
22 Pray that the Spirit will inspire and lead people to respond to God’s call to service through ELCA Global Mission as it 
seeks missionaries, volunteers and interns to walk alongside our global companions. 
 
23 Give thanks that Jesus is our true Savior, light and hope — the Son of God, who lived among us and continues to 
dwell with us through the Spirit.  
 
24 January is when outdoor ministry leaders begin recruiting staff for our summer camps. Pray that the Spirit will inspire 
young adults to respond to the call to serve in our outdoor ministries across the country and to share their faith and 
enthusiasm with campers of all ages, backgrounds and abilities.  
 
25 Ask God to help us understand that force, vengeance, wealth disparity and dominance over others are inconsistent 
with God’s justice and power, and that these are revealed to us through Jesus’ life and teaching, which exemplify 
humility, compassion, generosity, service, love without prejudice and advocacy for neighbors in need. 
 
26 Rejoice and give thanks to God for uniting us in the body of Christ, which welcomes our diverse gifts, experiences, 
questions, complexities, ethnicities and cultures.  
 
27 Pray for victims of violence and their families, that God will ease their pain, suffering and grief; pray for those who 
commit murder or other acts of violence, that God’s grace will transform their hearts and lives. 
 
28 Pray for our leaders and congregations, which create opportunities for us to study Scripture, share our questions and 
thoughts in conversation, and affirm one another’s gifts for living the gospel, serving our neighbor and growing the 
church. 
 
29 Pray for the ministry and impact of Lutheran Services in America, a nationwide network of 300 Lutheran social 
ministry organizations that serve 6 million people each year, using the gifts and skills of 250,000 paid staff and 150,000 
volunteers. 
 
30 Pray that our faith and confidence in Christ will embolden us to be public bearers of good news, hope and wholeness 
for all people, even in the face of intimidating challenges, criticism or skepticism.  
 
31 Pray that the Spirit will help us understand and practice the qualities of love that God has shown us and that the 
apostle Paul commends to members of the church in Corinth: “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:4-6). 
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Based on the local Covid numbers and 
local hospital capacity, we are 

updating our masking policy. We are 
asking that regardless of vaccination 

status everyone wear a mask while in 
the building and practice social 

distancing. If you test positive for 
Covid, please let Pastor Christine know 

so we can support you, pray for you 
recovery, and let other members 

know that they have been exposed to 
the virus. We will continue to monitor 

the numbers and adjust our mask 
policy as the numbers change. If you 

have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Pastor Christine. 

 

 
If you shop on Amazon, 
you can now designate 

Mountain Grove 
Lutheran Parish as your 
charity of choice. Simply 

go to 
www.smile.amazon.com 
and search for Mountain 
Grove Lutheran Parish 

or type in 
https://smile.amazon.co
m/ch/23-2544401. The 
Parish will then receive 
.5% of your purchase as 

a donation from 
Amazon. If you have any 

questions, please ask 
Pastor Christine. 

 

 

Pastor Christine will be on vacation in Texas until Jan. 
8.  If there is a pastoral emergency, please contact 
Sharon Hartzell (home 570-384-4107; cell 570-582-

7457) who has a list of available pastors to call. 
 

The annual congregational meetings will 
take place immediately following worship 

on the following Sundays: 
 

January 16  Emanuel 
             January 23     St Peter 
             January 30     Trinity 

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-2544401
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-2544401


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 January Birthdays 

01/04 Jasmine Lyons 
01/07 June Klingerman   

Pamela Starr   
01/08 Dave Keller 

 Betty Lou Bronson  
01/11     Lois Levan  
01/12 Bruce Brown (Little)  

01/13 Matthew Huff  
01/16 Benjamin Brown 
01/18 Marianna Michael 
01/20 Nancy Gilmore 
 Charles Phafler 
01/22 Amy Minzola 
01/23 Don Tretter 
01/24 Monique Diehl 
01/25 Eileen Milheim 
01/26 Dennis Starr 

 Hannah Wohlforth  
01/29 Wendy Gearhart  

01/30    Alex Mock 

 

 

 
 

 

 

           

 

January Anniversaries 

01/04 Janet & Fred Cool 

01/27 Lee & Virginia Rupert 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter Worship Service Schedule  

for January 

8:30 am on January 2,16 & 30 

9:30 am on January 9 & 23 

 

Emanuel Worship Service Schedule  

for January 

10:15 am on January 2,16 & 30 

10:45 am on January 9 & 23 

 

Coffee Klatch will resume at later date. 

 
 

 

Pastor contact info: 

The Rev. Christine Kirchner 

pastorkirchner@gmail.com 

808-652-6740    or   570-384-4125 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Emanuel’s volunteer for Heat/AC & 

Communion for January is 
 Cheech & Jelly 
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