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MISSION STATEMENT OF MOUNTAIN GROVE LUTHERAN PARISH                              

“To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a ministry of worship and outreach” 
 

 
 

O Lord, we pray that the visitation of your grace may so cleanse our thoughts  

and minds that your Son Jesus, when he shall come, may find in us a fit dwelling 

place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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PASTORS PAGE 
 

 
Dear siblings in Christ, 

This summer I was lucky enough to go on a guided, six-day white water rafting trip in Idaho with my sister and 
cousin. We had a blast paddling down the Salmon River with fifteen other guests who all had about the same 
level of experience as us - none. 

At the beginning of the trip, we had the option to choose whether we wanted to go down the river in a single 
person kayak or a large raft. Most people, including myself, chose the kayak, with the assurance that if the river 
got too much, we could always hop in the raft. 

As I think about kayaking down the river, in a lot of ways it reminds me of living a life of faith. Before each major 
rapid, the guides would pull us over and give us instructions for how we were to go down the rapid - should we 
stay to the right or left, where were the big rocks located, and any other unseen pitfalls we should avoid. But 
after getting the instructions, we weren’t sent down the rapid on our own. The guide would go down the rapid 
first, giving us an example to follow. 

When it comes to living a life of faith, we too have been given instructions on how to live our lives. We read in 
Exodus about the Ten Commandments. In Matthew, when asked what is the greatest of the commandments, 
Jesus responds, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind…[and] 
Love your neighbor as yourself.” We read in the Bible various instructions on how to live a life of faith. But that 
is not all we find in the Bible. We also find an example of faithful living in the life of Jesus Christ. In Jesus we 
see what it looks like to completely love God and neighbor. Just like the river guides gave us an example to 
follow going down the rapids, Jesus gives us an example to follow in our lives. 

Back on the river, it was time for us to go down the first rapid. We received our instructions, the guide led the 
way, and we were supposed to follow in a neat, single-file line. Except, we weren’t very good at steering and 
we hadn’t figured out how to back-paddle yet. It didn’t take long for our single-file line to become a chaotic blob, 
bumping and jostling against each other and the rocks. Soon, multiple people were bobbing up and down in the 
river, unable to get back in their boats. 

But waiting at the bottom was our guide ready to charge back into the rapid in case any of us fell out. Our guides 
were there to do what we could not – get us back in our kayaks so we could go down the next rapid. 

We receive the instructions for living a faithful life, we have the example of Jesus, and yet so often we go 
through life in a chaotic blob, bumping and jostling against each other along the way. The currents of life sweep 
us into places we weren’t expecting, the route we thought we would take is no longer open, an unseen rock 
knocks us out of the safety of our boat.  

But the amazing, grace-filled miracle that we experience is that our Savior does not leave us alone. Even after 
receiving everything we need to lead a faithful life, we will still find ourselves knocked out of our boat and unable 
to get back in ourselves. But when that happens, Jesus continues to enter the rapids, pull us out, and set us 
right – no matter how many times – so that we can continue the journey.  

Happy paddling! 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Christine 

 

 



 

 
 

Prayer Ventures for September 2021 
 
 
1 Pray for the relief and resilience of people and communities impacted by wildfires, flooding, severe storms and 
extreme heat.  
 
2 Remember in prayer ELCA campus ministry leaders and the Lutheran Campus Ministry Network (LuMin) as they 
serve students, faculty, staff and others at colleges and universities nationwide. Pray for their ministry of sharing God’s 
grace through worship, study, fellowship, care and service. 
 
3 Give thanks for the International Women Leaders (IWL) scholarship program and for the accomplishments and new 
beginnings of the six IWL scholars who graduated in May, embarking on journeys of leadership and service, and of the 
seven incoming students starting their programs. 
 
4 Pray for the people of Haiti, who endure poverty, political turmoil and the long, difficult recovery from their 2010 and 
2021 earthquakes. Ask God to build up their faith, hope, courage and strength in the face of daunting difficulties, and 
resolve to support them with prayers, advocacy and generosity. 
 
5 Ask the Spirit’s help in responding to the diverse needs, circumstances and challenges of our neighbors, and in 
opening our hearts and minds to those who are forgotten, neglected, ignored or unfamiliar to us. 
 
6 Labor Day  On this day, we recognize, rejoice in and pray for the work people do to sustain their families and benefit 
their communities and society. Pray that all will receive fair wages, work in safe environments, be renewed through 
times of sabbath and experience fulfillment in their labor. Pray for the success of all those seeking employment and for 
the well-being of people unable to work. 
 
7 Pray that God will equip and energize us as we invite new people to know Jesus, to participate in our communities of 
faith and to experience being a Lutheran Christian. 
 
8 “I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long” (Psalm 146:2). Ask the Spirit to 
inspire us as we praise and thank God in everything we do or experience during our baptismal journey. 
 
9 Pray for our ELCA missionaries accompanying Lutheran church bodies and companions in Denmark, Germany, 
Hungary, Serbia, Russia, Slovakia, Austria, Belgium, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland. 
 
10 Pray that we will not act with prejudice, indifference or injustice, or shy away from the complexities of service and 
ministry, with our neighbors who suffer poverty, hunger or homelessness. Ask God to help us concentrate on our 
neighbors in need, acting with boldness, generosity, humility and concern for the dignity of those we serve. 
 
11 Give thanks for the ministry and service of volunteers as they wind up their construction season with ELCA Mission 
Builders and look forward to future projects that will strengthen ministries and grow the church. 
 
12 “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday  In our baptismal journey we serve our neighbors daily, but on this day we 
celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love 
our neighbor ― in partnership with local congregations and ministries, social service organizations and community 
residents. 
 
13 Pray for forgiveness when our words, writing and online posts cause hurt or offense or wound the spirits of others. 
Ask the Spirit to help us think through our intentions and what we want to say so that our words will reflect the love, 
forgiveness and encouragement that God has shown toward us. 
 
14 These days are filled with challenges and distractions. Pray that we will not forget the growing number of people 
victimized by gun violence and the trauma and fear it spreads through families and communities. Ask God to strengthen 
our resolve and inspire our advocacy to prevent gun violence, care for those who suffer, and bring hope and change to 
our nation. 
 



 

 
 
15 First Day of Hispanic Heritage Month  Thank God for the gifts, history, contributions and rich cultural diversity of our 
Latino siblings. Pray for the growth and vitality of the 147 ELCA Latino ministries and the Latino Ministries Association 
(Asociación Luterana de Ministerios Latinos ELCA) as they work to share the good news, encourage unity in Christ, 
fight racism and promote Christian values that unite Latinos of the ELCA in a “community of communities.” 
 
16 Pray that we will walk in the presence of God, trusting that God is gracious, righteous and merciful, hearing our 
every prayer. 
 
17 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly, 
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in learning, choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing 
the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 
 
18 Pray that the Spirit will stir our compassion and commitment and that God will energize us to empower, support, 
welcome and advocate for people driven from their homes by conflict, persecution, poverty and climate change.  
 
19 Give thanks for Jesus’ teaching and example, which inspire us to serve humbly, share the gospel and invite people 
to experience the blessings of community in our congregations and church. 
 
20 Thank God for our special relationship with the United Methodist Church, a full communion partner with the ELCA 
since 2009. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find strength and new 
resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these uncertain and challenging 
times. 
 
21 Matthew, apostle and evangelist  “Follow me” (Matthew 9:9). With this simple invitation Matthew left his work as a 
tax collector and followed Jesus, not knowing how his life or work would change. Pray that when we sense God’s call, 
we will answer, trusting that God has something in mind for us — just as we are — and will employ our gifts, skills and 
passions while cultivating new gifts in us. 
 
22 Pray that, when we encounter problems in life or when everything seems to be working against us, we will trust in 
God to uphold our lives and deliver us — sometimes in ways we neither seek nor expect. 
 
23 Pray that our lives will manifest the wisdom of God, wisdom that “is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy” (James 3:17). 
 
24 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the Northwestern Ohio Synod Assembly, 
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in learning, choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing 
the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 
 
25 Pray for the well-being of health care workers who continue to labor long and hard in responding to the pandemic, 
preventing the spread of COVID and its variants, and equitably treating the ill and infected. 
 
26 Give thanks and praise to God that, as siblings in Christ, we have a vast faith community that is caring and 
supportive, equips and encourages us to serve and to share the good news, and strives to do God’s work in the world 
together with its ministry companions and partners — locally and globally. 
 
27 Pray that we will build and nurture communities of faith that engage with us when we are suffering, sick, in need of 
forgiveness and mercy, or wrestling with our faith and God’s truth. 
 
28 Pray for dialogues and actions that will unite our church with other Lutheran denominations, permitting us and our 
siblings in Christ to share pastors, witness, mission and ministries. 
 
29 Give thanks for the mysteries of creation and the universe that stir our wonder, inspiration, gratitude and desire to 
explore. Praise God! 
 
30 Pray for our presiding bishop, secretary and 65 synod bishops as they gather for the Conference of Bishops to 
worship, study, share insights, conduct church business, provide support for rostered ministers and help identify, invite, 
equip and support new leaders in the church. 



 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
         

 

 
 
               
 
         
 
 
 

 

Prayer List 
 

The family & friends of:  Annabelle Davis (July 14)  

 

Also: Karen Henry, Harry and Kay Harmon (friends of Chuck Henry), Paige Thomas, Tyson Neal (Emily 

Sutherland’s son), Sandee Knecht, Patsy Millard, Joseph Fisher (Susie Spudes Brother), Ruth Fisher  
(Susie Spudes Sister-in-law), Don Davis, Lisa Shultz (Sharon Hartzell’s sister), Shirley Omalia (Mark 
Hartzell’s mother), Audrey Bronson, Tom Bauman, young people of our congregation. Please pray for 
all the people of MGLP, especially: those in need of healing; those suffering from chronic health issues; & 
members who are confined to their homes or long-term care facilities.     

 

UPDATES:  Sharon Hartzell at 384-4107 or shartzell@ptd.net 
 
 

             ----------------------------PLEASE REVIEW PRAYER LIST AND UPDATE AS NECESSARY--------------------------- 

 
 

Mark your calendars 

St. Peter’s will be holding their Turkey 

Supper Saturday, Sept. 18 from 4-6pm. 

It will be takeout only and they will be 

serving Turkey, Filling, Green Beans, 

Cranberry Sauce, Pickled Cabbage, 

Gravy, and Desert. Tickets will be $12 

and are available at the back of the 

churches or call Bev Michael at  

570-784-5774. Last day for tickets is 

September 5. 

 

  

Adopt a Camp Counselor 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in Camp 
Mount Luther’s Adopt a Counselor. Sarah (our 

counselor) sent us the following thank you note: 
 

To the congregations of Mountain Grove Lutheran 
Parish, 
 
Thank you so much for the box of food and the 
stuffed elephant! The elephant is so cute and his 
name is amazing! I really appreciate your support 
this summer at Camp Mt. Luther. You gift and 
cards have brought me a lot of joy knowing 
someone is thinking about me! 
 
Yours in Christ! 
Sarah Cotner 
 

Save the Date! 
Emanuel will be holding their 
Chicken and Waffle Supper  

November 6. 

mailto:shartzell@ptd.net


 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 September Birthdays 

09/01 Allen Hons   

09/04 Kaitlyn Henry  

09/09 Lauren McGinty  

09/10    Julie Wolhforth  

09/12 Brent Book   

 Patsy Millard 

09/14 Jordan Keller 

 Tyler Chulock 

09/15 Elsie Buehler 

 Paul Boudman  

09/16 Dan Davis 

 Robert Thomas 

09/18 Lisa Book 

 Garth Book 

 Thomas Bauman 

             Dan Pitonyak 

09/19 Irene Fisher 

09/20 Kay Rossachacj 

09/21 David Creasy 

09/22 Thomas Livziey, Jr. 

 Nathan Huff 

09/23    Bill Brior 

09/27 Charlotte Thomas 

09/28 Zoe McKenna Bankes 

             Tara Bauman-Seely 

09/29 Robert Fritz 

 Virginia Rupert 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

           

 

September Anniversaries 

09/10    Matt & Lindsay Huff 

09/23 Amy & Connie Minzola, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter Worship Service Schedule for 
September 

8:30 am on September 12 & 26 

9:30 am on September 05 & 19 

 

Emanuel Worship Service Schedule for 
September 

10:15 am on September 12 & 26 

10:45 am on September 05 & 19 

 

Coffee Klatch will resume at later date. 

 
 

 

 
Pastor contact info: 

The Rev. Christine Kirchner 
Contact info:pastorkirchner@gmail.com 

808-652-6740    or   570-384-4125 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Emanuel’s volunteer for Heat/AC & 

Communion for September is 
    Cheech & Jelly 
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