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and Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Churches 

Rev. Christine Kirchner, Pastor 
February 2018 

Phone: 570-384-4125  

E-mail: mglp@frontier.com or pastorkirchner@gmail.com 
 

MISSION STATEMENT OF MOUNTAIN GROVE LUTHERAN PARISH                             

“To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a ministry of worship and outreach” 

 

O Lord, we pray that the visitation of your grace may so cleanse our thoughts  

and minds that your Son Jesus, when he shall come, may find in us a fit dwelling 

place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

mailto:mglp@frontier.com


 

 
 

2018 LENTEN MIDWEEK WORSHIP SCHEUDLE 
 

Ash Wednesday worship with HC – 7pm, 14 February at Emanuel 
 

Midweek Soup/Sandwich, 6pm, Worship, 7pm 
 

21 February ~ Trinity               28 February ~ St Peter               7 March ~ Emanuel 
14 March ~ Trinity               21 March ~ St Peter 

 
 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion worship with HC 
 

8:00 - Trinity               9:30 - St Peter               10:45 - Emanuel 
 

Maundy Thursday worship with HC - 7pm, 29 March at Emanuel 
 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service - 7pm, 30 March at Trinity 
 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
 

Son Rise Service - 6am at Bodman's Farm 
 

 Worship with Holy Communion - 8am at Trinity 
Worship with Holy Communion - 10:15am at Emanuel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 PRAYER LIST UPDATE:      

  
The families and friends of Denise Zaruta (Michelle Bower’s sister), and Judy Shuman. 

Also:   Paige Thomas, Dennis Baylor, Drew Gearhart,  Annabelle Davis, Nancy 
Lawrence, Lee Rupert, Wade Buehler, Tim Dirk, Shirley Oxenrider, Joy Pursel, Deana & Donna Midway 
(Susie Spudes), Tim Spudes(Susie Spudes son), Judy Boody (Janet Kelchner's sister), Wilbur Knecht, Laurie 
Gunther, Wayne Michael, Dan Pitonyak, Butch Mordon, Jeannette Chulock (Ray Chulock’s mom), Diane 
(friend of Kathy Brior), Robert Hunsinger Sr (Sharon Hartzell’s Dad), Linda Adler, Don Davis, Dakota (Dale 
Michael), Robyn Baker, Donna Dalesandro (Bill Brior’s sister), Joe & Cathy Petruncio (Dale Michael), John 
Adler, Dick Baker, Julia Galatis (Kathy Brior), Wayne Spudes Jr., Rita Kenna,  Richie , Pastor Jenn & Rob 
Kopacz, Carol Ann, Buddy & Wendy Jastremsky Day, Mary Isabel Phillips (Vicki Bolinsky’s mom), Janet 
Matyas, Karen Baylor, Sandee Knecht, Carol & Debbie Chyko, Lindsay, Jerry Fisher (Susie Spudes brother), 
Jack Millard, Patsy Millard, Heather Hetherington, Jim Bankes, young people of our congregation. Please 
pray for all the people of MGLP, especially: those in need of healing; those suffering from chronic health issues; & 

members who are confined to their homes or long-term care facilities.  UPDATES:  Sharon Hartzell at 384-4107 
or shartzell@epix.net 
 

----------------------------PLEASE REVIEW PRAYER LIST AND UPDATE AS NECESSARY--------------------------- 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Thursday Night Adult Bible Study 

 
We will be taking a break over the winter months We will resume again after Easter. 

 

                             Any questions, please contact Pastor Christine 
 
 

 

FEBRUARY OUTREACH  
 

Souper Bowl Sunday ~ February 4th 

We will be collecting non-perishable food items to be given to each church’s 

food pantry of choice. 

Items can be brought in any time prior to Souper Bowl Sunday.  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Trinity Donut Sale           
 

Trinity will have their annual donut sale on February 13th (Donut Day) 
 

We are making raised donuts, plain or sugared, $8.00/dozen 
 

To order please call Sharon Hartzell @ 384-4107 or use the order form at each church 
 

Orders will need to be picked up at Trinity from 6am to 6pm 
 

Anyone interested in helping, please contact Sharon, Mark or Pastor Christine 
 

 

 

Youth Group (grades 7-12) will be meeting next on  
 February 11 at Trinity from 5-7pm.   
We will meet every other Sunday.  

 Questions contact Pastor Christine 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Pastor Christine will be on vacation from  
Tuesday, January 30 thru Thursday February 8. 

 

Any issues please call her cell at (808) 652-6740 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



 

Prayer Ventures for February 2018 
 

1 Give thanks, especially during Black History Month, for our sisters and brothers of African descent 
participating in God’s work of restoring and reconciling communities in the name of Jesus Christ throughout 
the world; ask God to bless the work of the African Descent Lutheran Association in developing networks, 
advocating for congregations, and providing fellowship, learning and sharing opportunities for lay members 
and rostered ministers of the ELCA. 
 

2 This is the time of year when ELCA outdoor ministry leaders are recruiting young adults for a summer of 
service at our 128 outdoor ministry sites. Pray young adults across the country are moved by the Spirit to 
serve in this vibrant, diverse ministry and are inspired to share their faith, leadership, skills and enthusiasm 
with the 175,000 campers of all ages participating in summer programs. 
 

3 Pray for the young adults applying for the 2018-19 ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program, a year 

of service, faith formation, walking alongside global companions and relationship building in 11 programs in 
14 countries around the world.  
 

4 The world cries out for healing, peace, freedom from oppression and hope. Praise God for the new life, 
renewal of spirit and relief we have through Jesus Christ, and pray we are humble servants and bold 
disciples eager to share this good news with everyone. 
 

5 We remember in our prayers ELCA missionaries serving in Japan alongside our global church partners 

that they are sustained by their faith and our encouragement and support for their work of teaching, music, 
theological education, parish ministry and sharing the gospel. 
 

6 We remember, and strive to not forget, in our prayers the many situations, people and places in our 
nation and the world where suffering, conflict, poverty and hunger, long-term recovery from disasters and 
injustice persist. 
 

7 Pray that, for the sake of the gospel, we are faithful in serving our neighbor, spreading the good news and 

sharing our blessings with all people in every context and situation of life without expectation of reward, 
praise or recognition. 
 

8 As seasonal jobs and employment wane, we remember in our prayers those in our communities who are 
unemployed and underemployed, and we pray we are supportive in ways that recognize and value their 
gifts, help network and connect people, attend to daily needs and respect the dignity of individuals. 
 

9 Pray the spirit of God at work in us will motivate us to say “yes” daily to the covenant made in baptism to 

live among God’s faithful people, hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, proclaim the good 
news of God in Christ through word and deed, serve all people following the example of Jesus, and strive 
for justice and peace in all the earth. 
 

10 “Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God” (Psalm 147:1). Give thanks to God for caring 
for those who live in sadness, suffer injustice, feel powerless or are treated as outcasts; ask God to remind 
us of our call to be God’s caring hands, voice and presence in the world. 
 

11 Transfiguration of Our Lord  When confused about God’s purpose for us and the future of the church, we 
pray God will stir our faith and enlighten our vision, reminding us to not seek refuge in what is familiar and 
safe but instead venture into our communities, uncomfortable situations and the world to share the good 
news and serve our neighbor. 
 

12 Pray for the ELCA Youth Gathering staff, volunteers, youth and adult participants, congregations and 
synods preparing for the Youth Gathering, Multicultural Youth Leadership Event and The tAble pre-event 
for “definitely-abled” youth in Houston this summer. 
 

13 Pray that our work, service and ministries are not for our own satisfaction, recognition or legacy but for 
the proclaiming of the good news of Jesus Christ and the benefit of our neighbor.  
 

14 Ash Wednesday We pray with humility and repentance as we begin our journey through Lent that, even 
in our imperfection and weakness, we never lose sight of the good news that God’s love and mercy are 
unwavering and that our lives are made new and whole through our baptism into Christ’s life, death and 
resurrection.  



 
15 Give thanks for those who have been called to vocations of writing and editing books for children, youth 
and adults, theological publications, worship resources, curricula for faith formation, devotional and prayer 
guides, and resources for congregational leaders. 
 
16 God shines brightly in the world and universe and is not silent. Give thanks and praise to God, and ask 
that our witness be bold and bright in declaring God’s boundless power, righteousness and love.  
 
17 As our Lenten journey continues, we reflect on our lives and faith with humility and honesty, immersing 
ourselves in prayers for God’s mercy and rejoicing in the gifts of love, forgiveness and salvation we have 
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
18 Give thanks to God that the Spirit that sustained and protected Jesus in the wilderness against Satan 
and temptation is the same Spirit with us today, strengthening our faith and courage in the face of 
difficulties, guiding our daily lives, and inspiring us to act boldly with justice, compassion, mercy and peace. 
 
19 Not a day goes by when the life, work and teachings of Martin Luther don’t influence the church and our 
faith journey. We remember in prayer lay leaders and rostered ministers, theologians, teachers and people 
of faith throughout the history who have challenged, taught and encouraged us that we might mature in 
faith and be more fully equipped to do God’s work in the world. 
 
20 We pray to know and trust God’s ways and paths, truth and word, mercy and steadfast love, and that we 
will treasure and demonstrate in our daily life these truths and qualities for the sake of the world. 
 
21 The ELCA and The Episcopal Church are committed to prayer, fasting and advocacy that addresses 
cuts to public programs that are vital to hungry people who are living in poverty. Pray for these concerns, 
our leaders and people in need on the 21st of each month through December 2018. 
 
22 Pray for seafarers and fishermen of all nationalities and faiths who often spend months at sea, isolated 
from family, friends and home communities. Pray for their safety and care and that the Spirit of God will stir 
in them faith that gives hope, strength, peace and the knowledge that they are part of the body of Christ – a 
global community of faith that bridges all oceans, nations, distances and time. 
 
23 We ask God to keep us focused on the cross, not as a religious object, work of art or cultural symbol but 
as a clear reminder of what God has done for us through the life, suffering, death and resurrection of God’s 
son, Jesus Christ – our very real hope and salvation, God’s gracious gift for humanity.  
 
24 Give thanks for the impact of the 13 Global Mission Projects undertaken at the invitation of our 
companion churches and supported through The Campaign for the ELCA. Pray these projects and partner 

relationships will flourish as they help build new congregations, reach out to young people, train pastors 
and evangelists, strengthen existing ministries and grow the church. 
 
25 Bold Women’s Day Today – and every day – we recognize and celebrate Lutheran women who have 

acted or are acting boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ in diverse contexts everywhere in the world. 
 
26 The ELCA Leadership Initiative encourages us to seek out and inspire gifted people in our 
congregations and communities to consider a call to the ministry of the gospel as pastors, deacons and lay 
leaders. Ask God to help us be perceptive and assertive in identifying, inviting, encouraging and supporting 
potential leaders in responding to God’s call to ministry. 
 
27 We pray that in our Lenten reflections and conversations we are truthful with ourselves and each other, 
trust in God’s love and mercy that frees us to move forward grounded in the gospel to serve our neighbor 
without bias, encourage and care for one another as sisters and brothers in Christ, and move beyond any 
hesitations or fears we may have about participating in God’s work in the world. 
 
28 Thank God for the work of the ELCA Youth Ministry Network as it strives with its ministry partners to 

renew, educate, support and strengthen leaders – lay and rostered, paid and volunteer – serving in 

children, youth and family ministry in congregations, synods and outdoor ministries. 
 



 
Emanuel’s volunteer for Heat/AC 

& Communion for February is 
Nancy Bauman & Peggy Pickin 

Ushers are Don & Pam 

 

 
. 
 

 
 
  
       

   

February Babies 

02/01 Don Kelchner, Jr. 
02/09 Margaret Stroup   
02/10 Peggy Pickin 
02/14 Summer Thomas 

02/15    Pastor Christine Kirchner 
02/17 Deborah Barton   
 Michael Longenberger  
 Betty Tretter 

02/20 Sandra Knecht 
02/21 Susan Spudes 
02/23 Angela Temple 

 Denise Hartranft 
02/25 Jay Diehl  
 Domenic Giorgio 
 Hunter Yurick 
02/26 Jean Bankes 
 James Bankes 

Dale F. Michael 
02/27 Jay Derr 
02/28 Lisa (Halye) Caulder 
 Austin Colosimo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
 

February Anniversaries 

02/13   Jeff & Jill Bankes 
02/14 Dave & Lucille Ruckle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Emanuel Worship Service Schedule for February 

10:15 on February 4th & 18th   

10:45 on February 11th & 25th    

Loose Change will be collected for AGAPE 

 on February 11th & 25th    

Coffee Klatch will not be held during winter months 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor contact info: 
The Rev. Christine Kirchner 

Contact info:pastorkirchner@gmail.com 
808-652-6740    or   570-384-4125 
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