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The Mountain 6Grove Lutheran Parish Newsletter

News and Information About Emanuel, Saint Peter,
and Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Churches

July 2026

Phone: 570-384-4125
E-mail: mglp@frontier.com or bpitonya@bloomu.edu

MISSION STATEMENT OF MOUNTAIN GROVE LUTHERAN PARISH

"To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a ministry of worship
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Prayer List

The family & friends of:

AlsO: Don Tretter, Pastor Lisa Barnes, Dave Fisher, Alice Stauffer, Jade Ulshafer (Kathy Brior) , Owen
Rossachacj (Kay Rossachacj), Wilbur Knecht, Dale Michael, Gayl Klingerman, Putnam Family (Kathy Brior),
Mikey Blanchek (Storaska Family), Tyler Chulock (Dale Michael), Kent Williams (Lois Williams), Lee Baer (Brenda
Pitonyak), Dan Davis, Justin Bankes, (Karen Henry), Miss Janet (Jennifer Lightner), Alice & Robert Fritz, Karen
Baylor, Sheri Eley & Taylor Thomas (Charlotte Thomas, Donald Cool Jr. (Janet Cool), Pearl Spudes, Albert
Bellum, George Lynn, Gloria Fritz, & Lori Yutko (Susan Spudes), Elsie Buehler, Judy Petrewicz (Janet Cool),
Roberta Pepe (Lois Levan), Jean Bankes, Tyson Neal (Emily Sutherland), Patsy Millard, Don Davis, Shirley
Omalia (Mark Hartzell).

Please pray for all the people of MGLP, especially those in need of healing; suffering from chronic health issues; &
members confined to their homes or long-term care facilities.

PLEASE REVIEW PRAYER LIST AND UPDATE AS NECESSARY

Celebrating Freedom with Faith: A Fourth of July Reflection

As we celebrate the Fourth of July, we give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy and remember those

who sacrificed to secure them. We are grateful to live in a nation where we can worship and serve
openly.

As Lutherans, we also rejoice in a greater freedom—the gift of grace through Jesus Christ. As Martin
Luther reminds us in The Freedom of a Christian, we are freed from sin not by our works, but by
God’s love. This freedom allows us to live in faith and serve our neighbors with joy.

On this Independence Day, let us thank God for both our nation and the lasting freedom we have in
Christ. May we continue to share His love and pray for peace, unity, and wisdom for our country.
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Herb Session

Irene Fisher and Charlotte
Thomas will be holding a
“Learn how to use different
herbs in cooking” session on
Wednesday, July 22" @ St.
Peter beginning at 6 pm.

Our parish picnic will be on July 19 at
Moyer’s Grove Campground, (309 Moyers
Grove Campground), Wapwallopen.
Worship will start at 10am with a potluck
picnic to follow. The parish will provide fried
chicken and ask that you bring a side dish
or dessert to share. After the picnic you are
welcome to visit the new playground, play
miniature golf, or go swimming or fishing
(catch and release fishing- bring your own
pole). During worship, we will be collecting a
free will offering for the Make-A-Wish
Foundation. Sign-up sheet and directions
are at the back of the church.

Monthly Volunteer Recognition

Our parish has a lot of people who work
behind the scenes and spend countless
hours volunteering, and we’d like to
feature one person per month. Do you
know of someone you’d like to recognize?
We will alternate churches beginning with
Trinity for the month of June, St. Peter for
the month of July, and Emanuel for the
month of August; and it will continue as
long as people are brought forward.
Please email Brenda
(bpitonya@bloomu.edu) with someone
you'd like to nominate!

Our July outreach project will support Make-
A-Wish Foundation. During worship at our
parish picnic on July 19" at Moyer’s Grove
Campground, we will be collecting a free will
offering for Make-A-Wish Foundation.
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The 3F’s will be taking
a break throughout the
summer and will
reconvene in
September. More
information to follow.
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BirﬂEday Starting July 5, the parish will begin holding joint Sunday morning

services again. There will be one service each Sunday at 10:00

. am, alternating between the different churches. You can find the
July Birthdays schedule below or on a handout at the back of each church.

07/01 Jane Troy —~ / o

07/03 Linda Matyas

07/08 Lisa Modlesky
07/10 Janet Cool
07/11 Drew Gearhart . .
07/14 Janet Kepping Joint Service Schedule
07/18 Todd Smith July — September 2026
07/23 Lee Rupert Starting July 5, the parish will begin holding joint Sunday morning
Sharon Hartzell services again. There will be one service each Sunday at 10:00
07/26 Madelyn Huff am, alternating between the different churches.
7/5  Pentecost 6 Emanuel 10:00 am (HC)
7/12 Pentecost 7 Trinity 10.00 am
{::::........w 7/19 Parish Picnic Moyer’s Campground 10:00 am
Metteecscesmmsars 7/26 Pentecost 9 St. Peter 10:00 am
8/2  Pentecost 10 Emanuel 10:00 am (HC)
July Anniversaries 8/9  Pentecost 11 Trinity 10:00 am
07/18 Charlotte & Bob Thomas 8/16 Pentecost 12 St. Peter 10:00 am
07/23 Mark & Sharon Hartzell 8/23 Pentecost 13 Emanuel 10:00 am
8/30 Pentecost 14 Trinity 10:00 am
9/6 Pentecost 15 St. Peter 10:00 am (HC)
9/13 Pentecost 16 Emanuel 10:00 am
9/20 Pentecost 17 Trinity 10:00 am
9/28 Pentecost 18 St. Peter 10:00 am
Emanuel’s
volunteers for A/C
& Communion for
July is Lois Levan
and Nancy Easy Summer Fruit Salad
Bauman 2 c. strawberries (sliced)

1 c. blueberries

2 c. watermelon (cubed)

1 c. grapes (halved)

1-2 TBSP. honey

1 TBSP. fresh lime juice

Gently toss to combine; chill before serving.




