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Our first honoree is Randall Matyas, son of Gladys and 
Stephen, and lifelong member of Trinity. He grew up in 
Mountain Grove, the youngest of 4 siblings--Gloria, 
Ralph, and Virginia. He did have a criminal record as a 
child. He and his brother Ralph backed the family car out 
into the road before they could see over the dashboard 
to drive and were reported to the police for setting off 
firecrackers. He began working at age 10, mowing the 
church and cemetery lawns, plowed fields at age 11 and 
drove a combine by age 14 (without a driver’s license 
again!). He continued his love of  
driving to many local farms to pick up milk to deliver to 
the dairy. He began work at Magee Carpet Mill in 1952 
with a very undesirable job of taking wool from trucks, 
working his way up in the company to retirement 47 
years later in the position of Senior Vice President of 
Manufacturing. Randall served our country in the US 
Army beginning in 1957 where he was trained in radio 
transmission and radio repair. A fun fact is that he 
served with Elvis Presley in the army. He married Carolyn 
Harman after discharge in 1959 and lived in the 
parsonage before buying his current home. He always 
had a part-time job repairing radios and TVs. He helped 
his mother care for his father and grandfather who were 
both wheelchair bound by putting them in bed nightly 
and helped Carolyn care for his sister Ginny after their 
mother passed away. Randall and Carolyn have 2 
daughters, Jill (married to Larry) and Amy (married to 
John) and 4 grandchildren, Tyler, Adam, Scottie, and 



Candace and 2 great granddaughters Mila and Marlow. 
Randall and Carolyn were married almost 54 years, prior 
to her death. 
Randall is a 32nd Degree Mason, Past Master and 
member of Caldwell Consistory. He was the treasurer of 
the Black Creek Twp. Alumni Association. He also 
continues to volunteer at the Black Creek Food 
Cupboard and has served on the Mountain Grove 
Cemetery Board. He gives planting advice to his niece 
and great nephew on the family truck patch in Mountain 
Grove where he worked since a child, growing 
vegetables for his extended family. Randall is a regular 
attendee of the Bloomsburg Fair and may not have 
missed attending many, if any years. Randall is a math 
whizz who corrected a math problem that his high 
school teacher did in error. 
Randall still cannot be kept from behind the wheel, 
whether it’s driving his lawn tractor or 1953 Farmall Cub, 
Lexus, GMC truck or taking Annabelle for a spin and 
dinner out in his dream car, that flashy red Corvette.  He 
is frequently spotted in warm or cold weather on his 
electric bike. He’s been riding before they were so 
popular and has logged 110,000 miles since 1999!!! He 
was sideswiped by a deer and had a few other close 
calls on his bike. 
Randall has faithfully served Trinity and the Mountain 
Grove Parish for his entire life. He has been Secretary, 

Treasurer, and President of Trinity council, Joint Council 
President, and council member, which has been a 
lifelong service to our church. The duties he performs at 
Trinity are too many to mention. Just to name a few, he 
controls heating and air conditioning, prepares 
communion, is the greeter and former bell ringer, church 
mouse exterminator, and coffee maker. Randall always 
is aware of repairs to be done and if he does not do the 
repair, finds someone who can. He obtains bids for 
major projects and supervises contractors daily. He 
mows the parsonage lawn with Brenda and coordinates 
and works at lawn clean up and trimming at the 
parsonage. He has performed many duties to maintain 
the parsonage and continues to check it while vacant. 
He shovels snow at Trinity and clears the parsonage 
driveway. He “goes to bed with the chickens” and is up 
by 4:30 am. Maybe that is how he has accomplished so 
much in his 91+ years! 
Thank you for everything you do. We certainly did not 
include everything.  
 We don’t know what we would do without 
you, Randall! 
 
 
 
**Nominated by Pam Starr 

 


