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MISSION STATEMENT OF MOUNTAIN GROVE LUTHERAN PARISH                             

“To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a ministry of worship and outreach” 

 

O Lord, we pray that the visitation of your grace may so cleanse our thoughts  

and minds that your Son Jesus, when he shall come, may find in us a fit dwelling 

place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
If you were to ask our members why they attend Emanuel, Trinity, or St. Peter, the answers would 
probably be as varied as our members.  Some, have family ties to the church that go back 
generations.  Some, like the sense of community.  Some, prefer a liturgical worship setting.  Some, 
because it is where my parents go.  There are no “right” or “wrong” answers, and often the answers 
are highly personal.  But, as we have just celebrated Reformation Sunday, it is a good time to reflect 
on what it means for us to be part of a Lutheran worshipping community, and specifically, an ELCA 
worshipping community. 
 
When we call ourselves Lutheran, the term was originally meant to be derogatory, suggesting we 
followed Martin Luther and not Christ.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  We do not follow 
Martin Luther, for he was a man and a sinner like all others.   
 
Yet, we seek to follow what Martin Luther rediscovered, (with the help of St. Paul and St. Augustine) 
the nature of God is gracious, forgiving and loving.  In Luther’s day, the common image of God was 
a judge who decided who was good enough to enter into heaven and those who were condemned.  
The stress on the judgment of God left people fearing God, and uncertain of what God’s verdict 
would be over their lives.  How good did you have to be to be to receive God’s benefits? 
   
There is a simplistic truth to this understanding, and it structures much of our lives.  If you study hard 
and do your homework, you will get a good grade.  If you meet your company’s requirements and 
work hard, you will be promoted.  If you take care of yourself and watch your diet and exercise, you 
will have better health.  It is a simple truth and the way of the world.  If you are good enough, then . 
. . 
 
The reforming gift Luther rediscovered was that the benefits of God come to us not because we are 
good enough, but because God loves us enough.  It is not that we have done enough to qualify for 
God’s grace, but in love, God will not declare us disqualified.   
 
In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Christine 
 

 
 

 

    
Family & friends of Mary Isabell Phillips (Vicki Bolinsky’s Mother). 

Also:  Janet Matyas, Alea Munn (Susie Spudes niece), Shirley Ackley (David Bankes sister), Emery Tweehues 
(Susie Spudes), Annette Hoffman (Nancy Chulock’s cousin), Beverly J Michael, Jimmy Denoia (Ray & Nancy 
Chulock’s brother-in-law), Olivia, Bill (Kathy Brior), Patsy Millard, Doris Schell, Dennis Crouse, Judy Boody 
(Janet Kelchners sister), Robert Hunsinger Sr (Sharon Hartzell’s Dad), Robyn & Dick Baker, Carol & Debbie 
Chyko, Jim Bankes, young people of our congregation. Please pray for all the people of MGLP, especially: those in 
need of healing; those suffering from chronic health issues; & members who are confined to their homes or long-term 
care facilities.   

UPDATES:  Sharon Hartzell at 384-4107 or shartzell@epix.net 
 

----------------------------PLEASE REVIEW PRAYER LIST AND UPDATE AS NECESSARY--------------------------- 
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Adult Bible Study                     
  

The Adult Bible Study will continue studying 

Funerals - planning & understanding why we do 

what we do.  We meet on the 1st & 3rd Thursday of 

the month at 7 pm at St. Peter.  All are welcome to 

join us November 1st and 15th. 

Questions, contact Pastor Christine. 
We will be taking a break starting in December.   

Trinity UCC, Rock Glen will be 
           holding their annual  

Thanksgiving Pumpkin Roll Sale.   
Cost is $11.00 for a full roll and 

$6.00 for a half roll.  Orders are due 
by November 11th.  To place 

your order, please call Kay 570-
384-4441 or Bonnie 570-384-

3300.  Accepting Pre-orders only. 
 

 

NOVEMBER OUTREACH 
SEAFARERS COLLECTION will begin OCTOBER 14 and continue until 

NOVEMBER 11 
You can pick up your bags in each church with a list of items to be 

purchased inside. 
 

 

Mark your calendars: 
 

 
Re-Creation is returning to St. Peter's on Sunday, November 25 to present their 
new program "Classic".  We invite you to join the members of Re-Creation for 
dinner at approximately 5:15.  Meat, beverage & place setting will be provided.  If 
you are unable to join us for dinner, please come to their concert at 7:00 
PM.  The members of Re-Creation are America's ambassadors to hospitalized 
Veterans throughout the US.  A free-will offering will be taken so a complimentary 
CD can be left at each of the VA hospitals they visit.  Light refreshments will be 
served after their performance & allow you to visit with members of the group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

On November 11th Trinity will have a 

congregational meeting to approve an 

amendment to the constitution. 



 
Prayer Ventures for November 2018 

 

1 All Saints Day  Today, we remember our sisters and brothers in Christ who have gone before us — loved 
ones, friends, saints and martyrs — and offer thanks and respect for how they have influenced and 
enriched our lives and faith.  
 

2 National American Indian Heritage Month  Give thanks for the gifts and witness of American Indian and 
Alaska Native members of the ELCA, native congregations, ministries and the work of the American Indian 
and Alaska Native Lutheran Association, all grounded in reconciliation and the mutual building up of the 
saints — people of all backgrounds, tribes, regions, communities, congregations and unique needs. 
 

3 Remember in prayer the Palestinians who come for healing to the six hospitals in East Jerusalem, 
including the Lutheran World Federation’s Augusta Victoria Hospital; pray the United States and all 
government authorities will restore the support needed to keep these hospitals open so they can continue 
to treat, heal and care for patients of all ages. 
 

4 Pray for those who are in mourning and despair over the loss of a loved one, family member, friend or 
neighbor, and ask the Holy Spirit to help us surround them with support, understanding and the hope we 
have through Jesus’ victory over death and the promise of eternal life. 
 

5 Remember in prayer outdoor ministry professionals & board members meeting in Texas, for the annual 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries conference & leadership training event; pray they are encouraged, equipped & 
sustained through each other & the Holy Spirit for ministry with people of all ages and abilities. 
 

6 Ask God to guide our discernment and voting in elections across our nation and that our decisions will 
reflect wisdom in choosing skilled, just and compassionate leaders committed to serving all people, 
especially the poor and those who are often disregarded in our society. 
 

7 Remember in prayer people and communities working to cope with and recover from the impacts of 
Hurricanes Michael and Florence, the earthquake and tsunami that hit parts of the Indonesian island of 
Sulawesi, wildfires in California and other Western states, drought and famine in regions of Africa, and 
those still involved in ongoing long-term recovery work resulting from disasters; give thanks for the work of 
Lutheran Disaster Response on our behalf to bring God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives 
have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. 
 

8 Pray for members of the ELCA Church Council gathering in Chicago; give thanks for their faith, service, 
leadership and wisdom, and pray the Holy Spirit will guide and inspire their discussions and counsel for the 
sake of growing the church and doing God’s work in the world. 
 

9 Pray for the service & witness of young adults serving in the Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) 
programs in South Africa & Swaziland & for the Rev. LaChapelle, YAGM  coordinator for Southern Africa. 
 

10 Pray we not forget during our busy lives to look up to God and give recognition and praise to God for 
being mighty, strong and merciful, the source of our blessings and all we have. 
 

11 Ask that the Holy Spirit is at work in the church and our faith-based organizations, that we are always 
thankful, affirming, and responsible with the contributions and generosity of our members without deference 
to the size of their gifts or their social status. 
 

12 Give thanks to God for theologians and Christian educators — brothers and sisters in Christ in 
congregations and synods, seminaries, universities and schools, and among our global companions and 
ecumenical partners — who help us study and better understand the Word of God, explore questions of 
faith and connect our faith with daily life.  
 

13 The Lutheran-Catholic dialogue has been ongoing since 1965. Thank God for those who strive for 
greater unity between churches on our behalf and for relationships and work leading up to the “Declaration 
on the Way” document of 2015 describing where we agree, differences that still exist, and steps for further 
study, dialogue and resolution and reconciliation.  
 

14 Just as God watches over strangers and lifts up the poor, sick and oppressed, pray we, too, grounded in 
the gospel, will exercise daily justice, generosity, hospitality and kindness in the world. 
 

 



 
15 Pray for the service and witness of young adults serving in the Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) 
programs in Australia and for their YAGM country coordinators, the Rev. Kim Crawford and the Rev. Henry 
Martinez. 
 
16 Give thanks that through the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, our sins are forgiven and 
removed so we can live as children of God who celebrate a new life received through faith that sets us free 
to follow God’s word and ways. 
 
17 Pray for doctors, nurses, staff, health educators, missionaries and chaplains serving in faith-based 
hospitals, clinics, and places of care and healing throughout the world. 
 
18 Give thanks and praise to God for being our hope, reassurance and strength when fears rise up in us, 
we feel confused or we face the challenges of being people of faith who follow Jesus.  
 
19 Pray for the service and witness of young adults serving in the Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) 
programs in Rwanda and Senegal; the Rev. Janelle Neubauer, YAGM country coordinator for Rwanda; and 
the Rev. Kristin Engstrom, YAGM country coordinator for Senegal. 
 
20 “Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds.” Pray we, as the body of Christ, 
encourage one another and our neighbor to bring a different light, truth and spirit into the world — a spirit 
that dispels darkness, initiates reconciliation, heals and seeks justice and peace for all people — especially 
in times of contentious division. 
 
21 The ELCA and The Episcopal Church are committed to prayer, fasting and advocacy addressing cuts to 
public programs that are vital to hungry people who are living in poverty. Remember to pray for these 
concerns, our leaders and people in need on the 21st of each month through December 2018. 
 
22 Thanksgiving Day  Give thanks and praise to God for every blessing, person and resource that sustains 
us physically, spiritually and socially; pray for all who hunger in body and spirit that they be nourished and 
strengthened and that we seek ways to be supportive and engaged in the hope-filled, life-giving social 
ministries of our congregations, communities and ELCA World Hunger. 
 
23 Pray we are grateful, responsible and generous stewards with everything God has entrusted to our care 
for the well-being of our neighbor and the sake of the world. 
 
24 “The Lord has done great things for us.” Give thanks to God, rejoice, shout for joy & share the news. 
 
25 Ask God to help us reflect on & better understand the meaning & use of power as revealed through the 
humble, sacrificial life of Jesus, a life given to conquer the powers of sin & death for the sake of  humanity.  
 
26 Give thanks to God for hymn writers, composers and the diversity of musicians — throughout history 
and today — who help us worship, reflect, celebrate and sing praises to God. 
 
27 On this day that has become known as Giving Tuesday, ask God to help us be mindful of supporting our 
neighbors in need and the ministries and organizations working to address their difficult situations; pray the 
Holy Spirit stirs in us eagerness to be empathetic, generous and compassionate not just on special days, 
but every day! 
 
28 Pray that, as we eagerly await the return of Jesus, we remain focused on the work, service and witness 
the Holy Spirit calls and equips us to do in this world today. 
 
29 Remember in prayer immigrants and refugees fleeing violence and dire circumstances to seek safety, 
peace and new opportunities; pray for those who, in spite of the personal risks and daunting challenges 
they face, return home with hope and determination to rebuild their lives and communities. 
 
30 Andrew, Apostle  Pray the Holy Spirit will move and equip us to drop what we are doing or wrapped up 
in and follow Jesus as Andrew did so long ago, that we have the courage to follow as the first disciples did, 
trusting that God has important work for us to do together in the world, even though we bring with us 
lingering questions, fears and imperfections. 
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November Babies 

11/05 Doris Schell 
11/08 Kayla Newhart   
11/09 Kathy Giorgio   
11/14 Alicia Cymbala   
11/19 Michael Cymbala 
11/20 Carol Shuman 
11/21 Andy Boudman 
11/23 Sharon Gottstein 
11/27 Lindsay Huff VanDyke 
 Michelle Rupert 
 Hunter Thomas 

11/28     Lindsay Huff 
11/29 (Big) Bruce Brown 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

November Anniversaries 

11/04 Karen & Chuck Henry 
11/05 Betty & Don Tretter 
11/07 Gloria & Dan Davis 

11/08     Ray & Nancy Chulock 
11/13 Karen & Ralph Bankes 
11/14 Janet & Don Kelchner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Emanuel Worship Service Schedule for November 

10:15 on November 11th & 25th     

10:45 on November 4th & 28th    

Loose Change will be collected for EOS. 

 on November 4th & 18th   

There will be no Coffee Klatch during the winter.  

We will resume in May. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor contact info: 
The Rev. Christine Kirchner 

Contact info:pastorkirchner@gmail.com 
808-652-6740    or   570-384-4125 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Emanuel’s volunteer for Heat/AC 
& Communion for November is  

Charlotte Thomas & Pam Bankes 
Ushers are Jay and Jerry 
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